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Queft. 1. V ) Hat are Phe true Bounds of Honour as to 

j / — Firjts and Seconds in Duelling —-snd 

how {1 iy «< Ferien of Honour re 

fule a Ch we, dni - pour theurnts 
ni 

' Aniw. The world is confounded with Opinion, Cuftoms 


and falle Notions of Honour : — That man is certainly the 
mot bonourable shat is uxt rational, and be is the mojt ratio- 
nal thas is the belt Chriftitm; tach perfons as pretend not 
ro that Title, I have nothing to fay to ‘em ; but to every 
one that owns that Character, let "em thenk themielves 
concern'd in the following meatures. The Chriftian Reli- 
gion is the moft perfe% Scheme of Morality and greatne|s that 
ever was drawn, and teaches every man to be greater 
than Alexander himfelf, who knew not che Nobleneis of 
Seif-Congueft, and the bravery of forgiving Enemies. If Lam 
challeng’d, either J have, or I have nos ipjur’d the Chal- 
lenger. If I have injur’d him, ‘tisa greater Injury and 
a bale Obftinacy to proceed farther: If I have nor tn- 
jur'd him, I-oughr to take fuch mestures asto make him 
fenfible of his miftake, and amongit ether things to ler 

bim know I aw a Subje&, and chat their Majefties have 

elpous'd che riche of my Quarrel 5 io that the affront 

(however the World may take it) is level’d at the Severeign 

Power, who are invefted with the meatures of diftribu- 

tion and reveage, but when that is excorted ourof the 

Magiftrates hands into private mens, preiuming to give 
Laws unto themfelves, it hazards the peace of che King- 

dom, by a pofhibility of growing from Quarrels to Band- 

ing, fo to trooping, thence into Tumults and Commo- 

tions, and fo into National Divifions and Inflamations, 

efpecially where Young Men of great Femilies are firft 

concern'’d. We have almoft loft the true Notion of ¥a- 

lour and fortitude, without diftinguifhing the Occafions 

and Grounds of Quarrels, whether they be juft, and 

worthy a Mans Life, which ought only to be facrifictd to 

good Caufes, and Honourable Services. It was about 

Anno 1614. when Men began in England to fight in Du- 

els upon fleight occafions, which iadue’d his prefent Ma- 

jefty, then King Fames the firlt, to publith a fevere Eait 

again privace Combatants and their Seconds, There's 
but two Objections I meet with amongft the Dueli/ts of 
our Age againft che Defectivenels of the Law; The firit 
is, that it. makes no diftinétion becween a bale Murder, 
and kiting upon fair terms ; the fecOnd is, that it provides 
not a Gaffcicnt punifhment againft fuch as give the Lye, or 
ule concumetious Language. Thefe have been both 
Jearnedly anfwer'd by Sip Francis Bacon, then Attorney 
General, to this Effeét. As to the firft, “The Law of 
“God makes no fuch diftin€tion, for Murder is Marder, 
“and chat our Law diftinguithes between Manflaughter in 
“ hear, and Murder upon Malice, being the Effects of the 
“Will inflam'd, or the Will advis'd. To the second, The 
“ Magiftrate has the power of cen{tring Jajuries, Reproarh- 
“er, &c. Andupon very good Realoas our Crvilians 
have concluded'to profecute in thefe Cales, (1.) Suches 
fhill anpoine the Field, thongh the Fight be not acted s 
(2.) Or fhall fend Challenges in Writing, or Meffige. 
(3.) Or thall deliver either of them: (4.) Or hall ac- 
cep: or recurn the Challenges: (5.) To be a Second: (6.) To 
depart beyond Seas to Combate ! (7. T o revivea Quar- 
re! by {candalous Brasids, Patquilsyorce Greece and Rome had 
not this prattice of Duels. kt is laid Fas eft 9 ab pofte docers. 
There was a Duel between two Eminent Turks, the one 
was fisin, the other’ ask'd by the Council of Br/hawe: 
Hew durft you undertake ve fight ene with ghorber, arg there 
not Chrijtigns enough co kill # (@ peetinent applicarinn 
may be made here: ) Did you not know thatewhether of yor 
were flain the lofs wow'd be the Grand Seignaurs ¢ Juruct- 
ous Tryals by the Sword anciently in Span, the Goris, 
and the Northern. Natiogs, and the Frencd before. the 
late rigorous Laws, ‘weee pr ifed ; bur yet a Wile Man 
faid very well, .Taliter pug ; 
Thofe shat fight fo feem to temps God, because they are wel- 


of chat pardes in 
peade 


videntur tentars, 20° 7. 


ling that Ged fhou d work @ Miracle, to wit, that the Cons 
guevour fEeu'd always be in the right, which bas often fail'd. 
‘Tis a remarkable thing, that amongit Salons Laws, 
there was not one againft affronts; and being ask'd thé 
realon why he ordain’dno punifhments againit em, he an- 
lwer'd, He cou'd mes believe the World fo fantaflical as to 
take ‘em. No Challenge is to be accepted, or given, we 
may detend our felves, and killthe Aggreflor too, when 
there‘s no.other way to efcape with our own Lives. se 
conds come under the fame Circumftances (very near) 
with Firjts, and he cannot be my Friend that wou'd en- 
gage mein Dueling, contrary to my Reafon, Law, and 
Religion ~~ "Tis a baie licele Sptrie that loves Revenge and 
Errer, but hethat begs pardon for his miftakes is generous, 
becanje it is ¢ Debt, and what is due ought not to be 
withheld, — read Seneca. 

Queft. 2. The Querijt dream’: be faw a Comet, ond was 
exireamly frighted as it, about 4 Mogsh after which the great 
appeared, the iz that was feen in England: He 
defires 10 Know whesher there were any thing extraordinary in 
oat Dream : 

Aniw. There’s no Reafon to believe there was, his 
Dream appearing purely accidental, and form'd from 
the Idea ot fisch Comets as he had before feen or heard 
deicribed, There's another Perfon who comés in with 
his Dream too, That he faw a great Man lying dead up- a 
on his back in a River with marvellous large Teeth in | 
his Head, To which all the Anfwer we think he de- 
lerves, is, That ‘tis great pity the Roguy-Dreamer thou'd not 
be whipt till he contefs'd he dreamt all this waking. Ano- 
ther of a Gentleman who dreamt he himfelf was hang’d, 
and looking over the Seffions Paper, found one of the fame, 
both Chriftian and Sirname, thd both unufual, really exe- 
cuted, feems to be of the fame Nature with the firft, 
which we have already judg'd only accidental, 

Queft. 3. Whether « Perfon whohbas been cuilty of grievous 
Sins, but has not been only truly forrowful for em, bur abftain- 
ed from‘em, askt pardon of God Almighty, and bopes be has 
obtain'd it, whetber he ought not publickly to confels his wick. 
ednels, and deliver himfel] up to. the Maciftrate, to be punifh‘d 
aicording tothe Law, and whether bis Repentance may be judg‘d 
true and fincere without be does {o ? 

Anjw,. Some of chofe Crimes.in which che Querift In- 
ffances, are not. punifhable By the Laws of England. Ag 
lor the velt, That Nemo tenetur accufare felplum : No Man 
1s oblig'd co accufe himfelf, has been ever thoughr an 
wogueltionable Truth in the Law of Nature, where any 
coatiderable damage will certainly, or in che higheft pro« 
babiliry befall him for the fame. Where the Crime : 
is not Capital, as in fome forts of Theft, the Cate is 4 
fomewhat alrer'd: The party injur’d may be founded by 4 
a third Perfon, as has \ometimes been done: and if it ma J 
be without hazard, acknowJecggrpnt of the Injury as w “J 
as Reflitucion, where ‘tis le to be made him. a 

Queft. 4, Wether {uch a Perfon may be jude“da rightly : 
prepar'd Communscant, unte(s he openly [st thofe Crimes 


even to bis Fellow Coren 
Anlw. This feems a? ne than the former. How- 


Comet 


ever, we are miftaken if the, tion thereof does nor 
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bHL one, aoe the bazsrd of bis Life 5 another that “gael 
fmter pole iefdve me, $0 2p rk ia -shis 64je whic! 
is theghranzer, tas Harred op hover | + 

fe The feem to be eeuily F ge Eves are 
fm andthe hezacd juli.as Much iO One 4§ che other : Un- 
leis froma Theovogical Reaton we fhou'd inppofe the 
Haved tone the fronger, becaule tt maxes che Enemy ha- 
zara his Seat as well aS his Body 1m icalleng me 5 where- 
a« the Friend only ventures his Body, nay, does a generous 
and good action to lave my Lye. 

Ou 1.6. w ly fome Foes fiink more than osbers ? j 

dnw. We thou’d be apt to gucis.che Reaion of it 
miche be fromthe difference of the ground whence they 
€xnaled ; But that oblervation is tcarce folid, becaute 
: t foes, which are drawn trom 
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thickneis of the § ally encreafes it‘s unpleafant /1- 
ueur. Add to this, that at fome times the Earth is ful- 
ler of poyfonows avd noifom fteams than other, either by the 
Various operation of the Suns Rays, or the inward Cian- 
ges, F rmeatations, Falls which happen in the Bowels 
thereof, and we may have found lome toleras.e account 
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of chis matter. , 
Queft. 7. Were there any fuch Crearures 2s the Amazons, 
J r- ble 2 


or ave we tichink all that Ssory no Dveter2and Fagte ls 

Aniw. We are ready co graat many fabulous things 
may be reported of thefe Amigins, as there have alto bin 
of the Wars ot Trey, where they are faid to have been 
prefent ; but "twoud be as hard to conclude from hence 
chat there was never any fich People as the Amizons, as 
that chere were never any fuch place as Trey, Or (with 
us) never fuch a Perfon as King Arthur. Buc for pofi- 
tive Arguments for their rea? Benz, fince ‘tis only a mat 
ter of Fact, wee'l refer the Reader to fuch Authorit 
as we have onchis Subjeét. Plucarch has an ingenious 
Difcourfe tRereon, but the mifchief is, he only fumms 
up the Evidence, not very ftrong on either fide,. and 
leaves the Reader to be Judge, without himielf paffing 
any Sentence. The Hiftory of Alex rnder mentions Thale- 
firis the Amazonian Queen, who defired to be acquainted 
with that vigorous Toung Conqueror; but Alexanders own 
Letter to Anipz'er of all that befell him in thofe parts, 
have not one word on’t, which ‘may feem to be as {trong 
as a negative Argument can be imagin'd, ‘ualefs fome 
fhou’d fay for him, That he was a Man of Honour, and 
had too much Gallantry to boaft of fuch Favours: So- 
Unis and Pompenius Mela are pofitive for "em, ( but for 
che credibility of their Affertions we W@ITF pretend to 
vouch ) the latter whereof finds two regions of ‘em, 
one on the River Thefaodoon, ( thole we @ which 
eame to Troy) theother on the Cafpien Sta. We won't 
bring either Pliny or Claudian, or Homer, or Herodotus, 
all whom we efteem much of equal Credit, ‘to confirm 
their Exiftence: Only think ir worth the while to take 
notice, that that Judicious and Learned Gentleman Sir 
Walier Rawleizh did really believe there was fuch a Peo- 
ple, and feems a little difpleas‘d that he -was not credit- 
ed in his Relations concerning “em, tho’ tis in the Weft 
Indies. Of more modern Authors Sir fobn Chardin men- 
tions them near Colchis, Mengrelis, and thofe parts 
which feem ro be the fatne defcrib’d thereabours hy the Re- 
man Hiftorians, particularly Am. Marcel. and the Life of 
ae who came to help the Albanians. 

’ 

Moon and Start, éath of whichthey make fo many 
times bigger than the Earth ? 

“ajo The molt modef?’ of “em will not pretend to 
any exaé¥ne[s in thefe matters, which depend chiefly on 


Conjectures and probable Suppofitions. That there can 


be no great certainty’ in things of this Nature, we may 
and irreconcileable difference 


aoe aie ea f the moft Léarned and 
ixt the ons 0 mo rned a 

Induftrious in. thefe Sciences.’ They all reckon boch che 
diftance and bignefs of ché Stars by comparifon with the 
Ears, in whole Diameter they don’t ‘very mach differ, 
bar in comparing it wich othérs infinitely dijagree. The 
Moon, at being neareft to us of all the Heavenly Bodies 
ene wou'd think they might be beit acquainced with 


of the Sum, 


and guels belt et Gomé no vearer one 
another roy five bignefs of the Earth, 


which Prolomy's Followers. nt thirty nine times big- 
ger than the Moon, Z)cho' two,” Copernicus forty 


eft. 8. Whether Aftronomers can truly know the bigne{s 
on, 
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three, Landsbergius, who refign’d on Tycho,*forty ys 
anda half. Afercury is efteemed by Prolom) nineteen thoy. _ 
jafid times lefs thdn the h, by Tycho but ninetee- 

(a very great fall,) by Lendsbergius only twice lefs. 7. 
eo thinks the San Que a hundred thirty nine times bigge; 
than the Earth, Cofernicas a hundred fixty two, the Pro. 
Jomaans a hundred fixty feven, Landsbergius is liberal 
enough, and makes ic four hundred thirty four times big. 
ger, and fo ofthe felt. From whofe fo vaftly differenr 
Computations we may well conclude the uncertainty and 
fallibilicy of any fach Gueffes. 

Queft. 9. Wherer Ninias the Son of Ninus and Semijra. 
mis, the fifth Emperour of the Aflyrians, were the {ome wirh 
Amraphel King of Shinar, of whom we read Gen. 14. 

_ Anfw. The affirmative feems not improbable, from 
leveral reatons: Firft, The genéral ftream of Writers 
have though 1 the fame, one per! having. as tig 
notorious, diffe Names both in Sacred and Prophane 
Writers.— Ageii, ‘tis generally agreed Ninias the Son of 
Semiramis, King or Monarch ot Babylon, the fame with 
Shinar, teigned in Abrabim’s time, aud that the over. 
throw of the four Kings by crabam happened during 
his reigns For Nisias.reigned, as Chronologers generally 
have agreed, 38 years, and -Abrahamt came into Canaan 
according to their Computation fome 23 years after Se. 
miramis dy’d, which was the 75th. year of his age, 4 thar 
he and his Fellow-Kings might have receiv’d this over. 
throw in the 85th yearof Abraham, and the 334. of his 
own reign. It’s true here’s a great Objection againft this 
Hypothelis, and ’tis— That Chederlaomer another of the 
Kings, whole Countrey was Ehsm or Perfia, commanded 
in chief in this Expedition, the Kings of Sodom, &¢c. being 
his Vaffals, not the others. — And this aot well agreeing 
with the account profane Hiftories give us of the great. 
refs of the Bibylonian Empire at that time. Tho co this Sir 
Walter Rawleizh very judicioufly replyes, — That by the 
fottnefs and luxury of Ninias, the valt Conquefts of Ninus 
and Semiramis being loft, the Empire he pofleft might be 
agen reftrain’d to Babylon, the Plain of Shinazr, ora much 
imaller Tract of Ground than it formerly pofleft, and 
trom hence Chederlaomer might date the Grandeur of his 


Empise. 


07 The Gentleman mentioned in our laft Mercury 
has fene the Account he promis‘d us of his fix Nights Ram- 
bles, with the Confeffions he has got from feveral lewd 
Women, (fome of °em of no mean Rank) abour their 
firft' Engagements, their® ftruggles with Confcience, and 
the methods of cheir ftifling ic by their Habits in Lewd- 
nefs; all which, a@cording to the Gentiemans requefty, 
thal! be publith’d as a warning to Vicious Perfons, and 
added in our Anfwer to the Queftion about Night’ 
walkers, which will be publith’d mext Tuefday. Tis 
true, we fhould then have anfweied the Queftions fent 
Us Concerning Love’ end Marriage : But being much. im- 
portun’d for a {peedy Anfwer to this, we thall (for ofce) 
defer the an{wering of che Love py cull aext Sasur- 
day, ————The Queftion about the Election of the new 
Pope, will be anfwer’d at the end of our Second Volum, 
if not before. 


* * The ftr % 
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Relation concerning the Com-keepers 
thal] be printed next Saturday, with our Re~ 
upon it. 


I Many of the Queftions fent this Week, are already 
aniwer'd inthe Supplement to our. Firft Volume, and in’ 
our weekiy Mercuries already pablith’d, and theref thail 
be anfwer'd at the end ot our Second Volume. 


Apbertifement, 


CP RTExt Monday Morning will be publish'd , The 

Life and Death of the Renown'd Mr. fobn Ed- 
ot, the firft Preacher of the Gofpel to the Hearbens 0 
America: Written by Mr. Gorton Mather, Printed tor, 
Fobn Dunton at the Ravin in the Powltrey. 
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